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The Kansas House and Senate are attempting to deal with an estimated $400 
million budget shortfall for Fiscal Year 2016. The cause of the shortfall is Governor 
Brownback’s 2012 tax cuts for individuals and the exemption from non-wage 
income from tax for 330,000 LLCs and Subchapter S corporations. By the time 
you read this in the Dispatch, both the House and Senate will have debated tax 
packages to erase the budget shortfall. It is unclear how long the Legislature will be 
in Session or if there are 63 votes in the House and 21 votes in the Senate for any 
tax increases. Originally, the Kansas Legislature was supposed to adjourn on May 
16, 2015.

The contents of the tax package have changed on a daily basis. The current Senate 
Plan contains a repeal of the 2012 business income tax exemption and substitutes 
a payroll credit, freezing current personal income tax rates, an increase in cigarette 
taxes, an increase in the statewide sales tax, and a $.05 increase per gallon for 
motor fuels. The Kansas Department of Transportation gains zero from the motor 
fuel tax increase. The Legislative Budget Committees will reduce the dedicated 
sales tax transfer to the State Highway Fund by an amount equal to the increase in 
fuel taxes. KMCA testified before the House Taxation Committee in opposition to 
the fuel tax increase. The fuel tax increase is not included in the current House tax 
proposal.

The House tax plan includes the following: tax on all non-wage business income at 
the lowest tax rate of 2.7%; freeze personal income tax rates (sunset the freeze in 
three years); increase the statewide sales tax from 6.15% to 6.45% (this too sunsets 
in three years); keep food purchases at 5.9%; increase the tax on cigarettes by 
$.46 per pack; and provide for a tax amnesty period that is estimated to raise $30 
million.

KMCA staff continues to monitor the happenings in the Statehouse and will report 
to the membership when the 2015 Session of the Kansas Legislature reaches a 
conclusion.

Kansas Legislature in Overtime

Continued on page 2. 
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Kansas Legislature in Overtime Continued
Several issues affecting trucking have been approved by the 
Governor or held over for the 2016 Session. The bills are:

• Senate Bill 21 – The bill removes the exemption from KCC 
Safety rules and regulations for for-hire carriers operating 
vehicles between 10,001 pounds GVWR and 26,000 
pounds GVWR. SB 21 approved by the Governor and now 
in effect.

• Senate Bill 162 – This legislation would change current 
Kansas law pertaining to workers compensation 
guidelines for disability determination. Some believe 
the change effective January 1, 2015 will be found to be 
unconstitutional and thereby subject employers to tort 
action. Any action on this bill will be held over to the 2016 
Legislative Session.

• Senate Bill 150 – The bill would, for the first time, allow a 
motor carrier that is a corporation to have an authorized 
representative of the corporation or counsel to appear 
before the KCC on matters of civil penalties of $500 or 
less. Current law requires a corporation to be represented 
by counsel. The bill was approved by the Governor and is 
currently in effect.

• House Bill 2094 – Eliminated the use of “estimated miles” 

for apportioned registration. This is no longer needed 
because of full reciprocity within the IRP. Approved by the 
Governor.

• House Bill 2085 – HB 2085 removes the sunset provision 
from statutes allowing the new partnership between the 
Kansas Turnpike Authority and the Kansas Department 
of Transportation. KMCA opposed this merger in 2013 
because of a fear the State would siphon funds from KTA. 
Language was inserted in the legislation to only allow toll 
revenue to be spent on turnpike project. HB 2085 has been 
approve by the Governor. 

• House Bill 2273 – This bill would have added onerous 
regulations to tow companies operating in Riley, Shawnee, 
Johnson, Wyandotte and Sedgwick counties. The bill is 
dead.

• House Bill 2242 – This legislation was requested by the 
Kansas Aggregate Producers Association to exempt quarry 
trucks from the axle weight limits. KMCA opposed the bill 
because it would have removed axle weight limits on all 
trucks transporting aggregate products and subsequently 
destroying the roads we all have paid for. The bill is dead.

A final update will be published after the Legislature adjourns.
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The House Appropriations Committee on Wednesday, 
May 13,  approved a $55-billion transportation and 
housing spending bill that includes a provision to allow 
33-foot long double trailers to operate on Interstate and 
other highways— regardless of state laws. Currently, 28-
foot doubles are allowed on Interstates.

The T-HUD bill also included provisions sought by 
trucking lobbyists to:

• Keep the 34-hour restart rule suspended until a 
Federal study is completed and only revoke the rule 
suspension if that FMCSA impact report shows that 
“drivers who operated under the restart provisions… 
demonstrated statistically significant improvement in 
all outcomes related to safety, operator fatigue, driver 
health and longevity and work schedules” vs. drivers 
who had run under the rules in place before the 2013 
change.

• Prevent the government from increasing the $750,000 
minimum liability insurance coverage now required 
for truckers

• Remove funding to implement wireless roadside 
inspections on highways.

The 2016 fiscal year measure, passed along party lines, 30-
21, must be approved by the full House and Senate before 
becoming law.

The specific language regarding double trailers is that 
“Section 31111(b)(1)(A) of title 49, United States 
Code is amended by striking ‘or of less than 28  feet 
on a semitrailer or trailer operating in a truck tractor-  
semitrailer-trailer combination,’ and inserting ‘or, 
not- withstanding section 31112, of less than 33 feet 
on a  semitrailer or trailer operating in a truck tractor- 
semitrailer-trailer combination.”

Rep. David Price (D-NC) had introduced an amendment 
to strike all the trucking-related riders that had been 
attached to the budget bill. Regarding the riders as policy 
items, Price argued they should be addressed by the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee in writing 
the surface-transportation reauthorization bill so that each 
item could be vetted and debated.

Price’s amendment was defeated by the GOP-controlled 
committee by a vote of 31-20, mostly along party lines. 
But while the trucking riders remain in the House bill, the 
Senate has yet to consider any of these items.

*On Saturday, May 23, 2015, Congress passed legislation 
extending the current transportation authorization for two 
months, through the end of July. The Senate passed the 
measure a few days after the House approved it, prior to 
leaving town for the Memorial Day recess. The President is 
expected to sign the measure prior to the May 31 deadline.

U.S. House Appropriations Approves 2-Month Highway Bill Patch

Welcome New Members! 

SelecTrucks of Kansas City 
Kansas City, MO
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2 OUT OF
The number of all 
Cat on-highway 
truck engine  
overhauls done   
at Foley in 2014.*

FoleyEQ.com

Actually, it’s very close to 3 out of every 4!

Why are so many Cat truck engine overhauls done at Foley?  
Could it be…

Yes.  Yes.  Yes.  Yes.  Yes. Yes…and Yes.

Talk to your Foley Engine Product Support rep about your  
next overhaul.  And remember, Foley offers total truck service 
from simple repairs, seasonal checks, inspections and service  
bulletin updates.  And no one can match our warranty coverage 
on Eaton Advantage Clutch and Reman Transmission packages.

• Cat engine owners trust Foley.

• Foley has the best Cat technicians around…well-trained experts.

• Competitive pricing.

• Extended warranties.

• Cat Finance options.

• Fast turnaround.

• Convenient locations across Kansas and northwest Missouri.

*Based on the available population of Cat C-13 and C-15 engines in Foley’s territory that would be due an 
overhaul based on year of engine and/or mileage.

© 2015 Foley Industries. All Rights Reserved. CAT, CATERPILLAR, BUILT FOR IT, their respective logos, 
“Caterpillar Yellow,” the “Power Edge” trade dress as well as corporate and product identity used 
herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission.    
www.cat.com   www.caterpillar.com

Chanute 
(620) 431-3600

Colby 
(785) 462-3913

Concordia 
(785) 243-1960

Dodge City 
(620) 225-4121

Manhattan 
(785) 537-2101

Olathe 
(913) 393-0303

Salina 
(785) 825-4661

Topeka 
(785) 266-5770

Wichita 
(316) 943-4211

KANSAS
Kansas City 
(816) 753-5300

Sedalia 
(660) 829-7400

St. Joseph 
(816) 233-2516

MISSOURI

WE ARE WHERE YOU ARE

YEARS

FoleyEq-275.indd   1 2/11/15   1:30 PM
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Truck Driver Input Needed on 
Kansas Parking Issues

The American Transportation Research Institute (ATRI), 
the industry’s not-for-profit research institute, is assisting 
the Kansas Department of Transportation and the Kansas 
Turnpike Authority toconduct a driver survey to better 
understand truck parking issues throughout the state of 
Kansas. Truck drivers based in Kansas, as well as drivers 
based in the surrounding states who utilize Kansas 
roadways, are encouraged to participate.  The goal of the 
survey is to assist KDOT and the KTA in identifying new 
and improved truck parking solutions in order to better 
serve the freight transportation providers traveling in and 
through Kansas.  Drivers are encouraged to complete the 
survey using the link below.

https://www.research.net/s/KSTruckParking

CVSA’s Roadcheck June 2-4

Roadcheck, the annual inspection blitz done by a joint effort 
of the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance, Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration and others, is scheduled for 
June 2-4 - next Tuesday-Thursday. 
 
Roughly 10,000 inspectors from state, local and federal 
enforcement agencies will  perform nearly 70,000 
inspections on trucks and buses over the 72-hour period. 
They will be stationed at 1,500 inspection points around 
North America. 

SAMHSA Releases Proposed Rules for 
Oral Fluid Testing and Synthetic Opioids

Late last week, the Substance and Mental Health Services 
Administration published two Notices of Proposed 
Rulemaking that would significantly expand the Federal 
Workplace Drug Testing program.
 
These proposals are significant to the trucking industry 
since the Department of Transportation uses the scientific 
and technical guidelines of SAMSHA’s Federal Workplace 
Drug Testing program to develop their own testing 
program. The first NPRM would allow oral fluids to be 
used as an alternative specimen for all federal drug tests. 
The second NPRM expands the urine drug testing panel 
to include Schedule II synthetic opioids (i.e., oxycodone, 
oxymorphone, hydrocodone, and hydromorphone). DOT 
is expected to adopt SAMHSA’s two proposals once they are 
finalized.

Comments on the two proposed rules must be submitted to 
SAMHSA by July 14. For more information, contact Abigail 
Potter at apotter@trucking.org.  

Echoing trucking industry concerns since the program’s 
inception in 2010, one of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administrator’s top officials this week said the agency 
knows that penalizing carriers for crashes that were not 
their fault is “not fair” to carriers or the trucking industry as 
a whole.

But — and this time echoing his own agency — the 
likelihood of FMCSA incorporating some type of crash 
accountability or crash weighting in the expansive 
regulatory program is slim to none, said FMCSA’s Chief 
Safety Officer Jack Van Steenburg, who participated this 
week in a point-counterpoint discussion on industry 
regulations at the CCJ Spring Symposium. 

For the entire article, visit http://www.ccjdigital.com/fmcsa-
safety-chief-admits-lack-of-crash-weighting-in-csa-unfair-
to-trucking-co-s-doesnt-offer-fix/#

FMCSA Safety Chief Admits Lack of 
Crash Weighting in CSA Unfair to 
Trucking Co.’s, Doesn’t Offer Fix
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2014 Kansas Drivers of the Month

David Evans, Wal-Mart 
Transportation

Michael Tompkins, FedEx Freight Ronnie Wewenis, Fairview 
Express

Bobby Becker, Western 
Transport

Don Jordan, Frito-Lay 
Transportation

Vern Flaherty, Wal-Mart 
Transportation

Jerrell Hawkins, Kansas Van 
and Storage; Criqui Corp. 

Arthur Beardsley, Red Line, Inc

Bruce Sneath, Western 
Transport

William Jones, Wal-Mart 
Transportation

John Shamhart, Con-way Freight

Not Pictured: 
Ronnie Woods, 

Western Transport
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PC 110530
J. J. Keller and your State Trucking 

Association are partners in compliance.

READY
GET

FOR
ROADCHECK

2015

Roadcheck will be here before you know it – prepare now!
Call KMCA to order 785-267-1641

Tens of thousands of vehicles will be inspected during 
Roadcheck 2015, June 2-4, giving you an excellent 
opportunity to improve your fl eet’s CSA scores with 
positive inspection results.

Prepare your drivers BEFORE they hit the road with 
Roadside Inspections: A Driver’s Guide training program. 

Use this best-selling program to properly train your 
drivers to help them pass inspections and avoid being 
placed out of service. The program covers CSA and how 
it impacts roadside inspections, driver and vehicle 
preparation, CVSA out-of-service criteria and much more.

Make sure your drivers and vehicles are operating 
safely with help from J. J. Keller!

AD 15916

TM

Only
$395

Online Pay Per View

Online Pay Per View

Choose alternate formats 
for the delivery method 
that works best for you.

Choose alternate formats 
for the delivery method 
that works best for you.
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A Tournament to Benefit KMCA’s PRO TRUCK PAC

Payment Information
**Payment must accompany registration**

_____Enclosed is a check payable to KMCA PRO TRUCK PAC
_____I authorize the charge to the credit card I have specified.   

____Visa    ____Mastercard  ____ American Express  _____ Discover

Credit Card number ________________________________________Exp Date____________

Name on Card____________________________________3-digit code__________

 

Return this form to KMCA PRO TRUCK PAC, P.O. Box 1673, Topeka, KS 66601
785.267.1641--Fax 785.266.6551

Please specify if all people 
listed are on the same team, 
or note who they would like 

to be paired with. 

1. Name and Company ________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address  ____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________E-mail __________________________________________

2. Name and Company ________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address  ____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________E-mail __________________________________________

3. Name and Company ________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address  ____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________E-mail __________________________________________

4. Name and Company ________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address  ____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________E-mail __________________________________________

Golf Registration
Thursday, June 4, 2015

Sand Creek Station, 920 Meadowbrook Dr., Newton, KS 67114 
Registration Deadline: June 1, 2015

Entry Fee: $99 per person or $356 per foursome - A $40 Discount
Schedule: 11:30 a.m. - Registration, 12:00 p.m. - Lunch Provided 

1:00 p.m. Shotgun Start
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2015 KMCA Calendar of Upcoming Events
June 19 & 20, 2015 - Kansas Professional Truck Driving Championships - Capitol 

Plaza Hotel – Topeka
July 14, 2015 - Safety Management Council - KMCA Office - Topeka
Sept. 8, 2015 - Safety Management Council - KMCA Office - Topeka

Sept. 23, 2015 - KMCA Board Meeting – DoubleTree – Wichita
Sept. 23-25, 2015 - KMCA Annual Convention – DoubleTree – Wichita 

Nov. 10, 2015 - Safety Management Council - KMCA Office - Topeka

KMCA is still looking for Sponsorships for the Kansas 
Professional Truck Driving Championships! 

For more information, contact Becky Crawford at 
785-267-1641 or bcrawford@kmca.org! 
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GREAT WEST CASUALTY COMPANY
The Difference is Service

WE 
CARE 
24/7

800-228-8053
 gwccnet.com

CLINE WOOD AGENCY 
Leawood, KS
913-451-3900 

KFSA, LLC 
Garden City, KS 
620-276-8274 

USI MIDWEST, LLC
Overland Park, KS 
913-234-2930 

WILLIS OF GREATER 
KANSAS 
Overland Park, KS 
913-339-0800 

 

800-228-8053
 gwccnet.com

The CARE program. You might wonder why we picked 
that name. Simple. Care is what we do, and care is what 
you get with Great West Casualty Company.

Let’s say you experience a breakdown or a collision in 
an unfamiliar area. How do you pick a local repair shop 
you can trust to do the job quickly, and do it right? 

That’s where we can help. We have approved lists of quality repair 
shops and have local adjusters wherever you need assistance. 
We’ll help you choose the right shop so you can be back on 
the road in no time. Plus, any time, day or night, you can talk to 
a real, live person who’ll give you the answers you need. 

Great West Casualty Company – Because no matter 
where you are, we’re with you every step of the way.

GREAT WEST’S COLLISION 
AND REPAIR EXPRESS

Not available in all states. All policy terms, conditions, 
definitions, and exclusions apply to this coverage. Please 

see your agent for exact provisions.

KS_FP_CR_2014.indd   1 12/5/2014   10:53:56 AM
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A Tournament to Benefit KMCA’s PRO TRUCK PAC

Thursday, June 4, 2015

Sponsorship Form

Schedule: 
Registration - 11:30 a.m.

Lunch (Lunch is Provided) - 12:00 p.m.
Shotgun Start - 1:00 p.m.

Sand Creek Station • 920 Meadowbrook Dr. • Newton, KS 67114

                         Total Enclosed for Sponsorships: $___________________

Name ________________________________________ Company __________________________________
 
Address _____________________________________ City ____________________ State ____ Zip _______
  
Phone Number _____________________________ E-mail ____________________________________

Payment Method: Check ______VISA, Mastercard, Discover or American Express? _______________ 
 
3 Digit ID Code  ____________

Name on Card ___________________________________________________________________

Card Number _____________________________________________ Expires ________________

*Payment MUST accompany this form!*
KMCA PRO TRUCK PAC ~P.O. Box 2458~Topeka, KS 66601~Fax: 785.266.6551

Title Sponsor
Lunch, Beverage Cart, Hole-In-One

Platinum Sponsor

Hole Sponsorships Available: $200

If you have any items that you would like to donate for the tournament, 
please contact Tom Whitaker, tomw@kmca.org or (785) 267-1641.

Kansas City, Topeka, Salina & Wichita
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Truck  
Insurance 
Mart, Inc.
your truck insurance specialists.

Truck Insurance Mart provides 
coverage for the following:
•  Owner Operators
•  Small Fleets
•  Contract Haulers
•  Truckers Hauling in All States
•  New FHWA Carriers

Don Beilman
President
(800) 255-0416
(913) 441-0349
Fax: (913) 441-3756
10027 Woodend Rd.
Edwardsville, KS 66111

Larry Tredway 
Manager
(800)324-4614
(620) 654-3921
Fax: (620) 654-3971
249 W. Highway 56
Galva, KS 67443


